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Essay 
Book Review: “The Power of Geography” – 
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Abstract: This book review addresses the contribution of Tim Marshall’s “The Power of Geography”. The 
purpose of this essay is to highlight the significant role of geography in shaping political landscapes, alliances, 
and global affairs through the book review. What is new about this essay is its accessible presentation of complex 
geopolitical concepts, making it a valuable resource for students of geography and readers interested in global 
politics. Through the analysis of case studies and historical background, the book illuminates the interplay 
between physical landscapes, territoriality, and power dynamics. The findings highlight the continuing influence 
of geography on nations, regional identities, and the evolving global order. 
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Introduction 
Political geography is an important area of study that offer crucial insights into the interplay 

between physical landscapes, political dynamics, and global affairs (Jones, 1954; Muir, 1997). 
Understanding the geographic factors that shape nations, alliances, and international relations is key 
to understanding the complexity of our world (Snyder, 1991; Muir, 1997; Young-Jin Ahn, 2012; Ahn 
& Juraev, 2023). In this book review, we look at Tim Marshall’s highly acclaimed work, “The Power 
of Geography” (Marshall, 2016), and examine its relevance to political geography (Hamra, 2022). 

Tim Marshall, a veteran journalist, and former foreign correspondent for Sky News, offers his 
expertise in “The Power of Geography” (refer to Tim Marshall Bio). This book has received much 
aĴention and acclaim for its ability to present complex geopolitical concepts in a way that is accessible 
and engaging to a wide range of readers (also refer to Burton, 2021). Marshall’s unique perspective 
and thorough analysis make this book a valuable resource for anyone seeking a deeper 
understanding of global politics and the role of geography in shaping our world. 

In this review, we would like to highlight the relevance of “The Power of Geography” in the 
context of political geography and its importance for students of geography. By examining Marshall’s 
insights and scholarly contributions, we aim to inspire a greater understanding of the impact of 
geography on political systems, territorial conflict, and global power dynamics. The novelty and 
scholarly contribution of this book review lies in its ability to draw out the major themes and 
arguments from “The Power of Geography” and provide critical insights and analysis. By examining 
the content of the book, summarizing its main points, and engaging in thoughtful discussion, we aim 
to provide readers with a comprehensive understanding of the book’s value and relevance to the field 
of geography. 

The structure of this article includes four sections: an introduction, a summary of the book 
review, a discussion section that explores the implications and connections to geographic theories 
and current trends, and a conclusion section that provides a final assessment of the book’s 
contributions and significance. With this structure, we aim to provide the reader with a holistic 
overview of the content of the book and its scholarly contributions. In the following sections, we will 
engage in a comprehensive book review of “The Power of Geography”. Through this analysis, we 
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hope to illuminate the importance of geography in shaping political landscapes and encourage 
deeper exploration of the rich and complex interplay between geography and global affairs. 

Review the Book 
In his latest book, The Power of Geography, Tim Marshall builds on the success of his earlier 

bestseller, Prisoners of Geography, by examining the profound influence that geography has on 
world politics. We find Marshall’s work to be an invaluable resource, combining scholarly 
perspectives with accessible language that appeals to a wide range of readers seeking a deeper 
understanding of our world and its evolving alliances. The “Ten Case studies” in “The Power of 
Geography”, including “Australia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, the United Kingdom, Greece, Turkey, the Sahel, 
Ethiopia, Spain”, and even space exploration, highlight regions that have the potential to become 
geopolitical hotspots that will shape our future (see also Steve's Book Stuff). These areas face pressing 
challenges such as climate change, religious tensions, and the struggle for resources, all of which are 
closely tied to their particular geographic features. Marshall argues persuasively that geography 
continues to exert a profound and enduring influence on nations, shaping their political dynamics 
and determining their role in the global order (see also Joshua Keating, 2021). 

Each chapter addresses the historical background, current challenges, and future prospects of 
the countries or regions studied. Marshall skillfully weaves historical context, geographic factors, and 
geopolitical considerations into a comprehensive assessment of each nation’s ambitions on the global 
stage (refer also to Kathleen McBroom at BookList). For example, he examines Britain’s post-empire 
identity crisis as it redefines its status as a foreign power, explores Saudi Arabia’s delicate relationship 
with the United States in light of advances in renewable energy, and addresses Iran’s complex 
dilemma between liberalization and potential youth protests. The result is an incisive and perceptive 
analysis of today’s geopolitical landscape. 

The current backdrop of the Russian invasion of Ukraine lends relevance and urgency to the 
observations made in “The Power of Geography” (refer also to Vladymyr Olha's Monography, 
“Marshal; Plan-2”). Although this book should be seen as a sequel to The Prisoners of Geography, it 
can also stand on its own. Marshall’s background as a retired foreign correspondent for Sky News 
shines through in his discussions, although it is worth noting that his perspective is primarily focused 
on a British and European audience. In the selection of countries, the focus is on Europe, with 
Australia being the only exception due to its historical ties to Britain. 

A particularly noteworthy chapter focuses on the Sahel, offering insights into one of Africa’s 
most volatile regions. Marshall uses the Chadian proverb “Where two rivers meet, the waters are never 
calm” to set the tone for the study of this complex region (Chapter 7, p.195), which is grappling with 
climate change, religious and ethnic tensions, and the potential for refugee crises with implications 
for Europe. Although the book does not address countries such as Japan, Brazil, or Thailand, which 
have fascinating geography and histories, it remains a valuable resource for those seeking a 
European-focused perspective. 

Marshall’s introduction, in which he discusses the return to an era of “great powers” and rivalry 
among “multiple powers”, proves particularly prescient in light of recent events. The ongoing 
geopolitical tensions between Russia and Ukraine challenge assumptions made since the end of the 
Cold War and underscore the continued relevance of Cold War geopolitics in the foreseeable future. 
The book’s insightful points are consistent with unfolding events. 

In terms of readability, Marshall’s engaging writing style and well-structured presentation 
contribute to an enjoyable reading experience. However, the inclusion of maps, pictures, or graphs 
would improve the book’s accessibility, especially for readers interested in geopolitical analysis. 
Ultimately, The Power of Geography convincingly illustrates the influential role that geography plays 
in shaping a nation’s identity and geopolitical course. Marshall’s comprehensive examination of five 
geographically significant regions and their respective states illustrates the enduring influence of 
geographic factors. Whether you are a scholar, student, or individual seeking to unravel the intricate 
web of our world, this book promises a wealth of knowledge and compelling insights. 

Discussion 
“The Power of Geography” offers significant advantages to students of geography. First, it 

provides a comprehensive examination of the profound influence of geography on geopolitics, 

Preprints (www.preprints.org)  |  NOT PEER-REVIEWED  |  Posted: 10 July 2023                   doi:10.20944/preprints202307.0586.v1

https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202307.0586.v1


 3 

 

enabling students to understand the intricate relationship between physical landscapes, resources, 
and political dynamics. The book presents ten case studies covering a wide range of countries and 
regions, giving students a comprehensive understanding of how geography shapes the identities, 
challenges, and ambitions of nations. By examining historical backgrounds, current challenges, and 
future prospects, students gain valuable insights into the complexity of geopolitical landscapes. 

Several geographic theories and concepts play a role in “The Power of Geography”. A prominent 
concept is that of environmental determinism, which holds that geography plays a deterministic role in 
shaping human societies and political developments. Marshall illustrates this concept through case 
studies that show how geographic factors such as mountains, coastlines, and natural resources 
influence the strategies, alliances, and aspirations of nations. In addition, the book looks at concepts 
such as geopolitics, territoriality, & regionalism and demonstrates their importance in understanding 
contemporary global dynamics (Martin, 2005). 

The insights presented in “The Power of Geography” coincide with several current geographic 
trends. Climate change is a pressing issue addressed throughout the book as nations grapple with its 
implications for resources, migration, and geopolitical stability. Discussions of “religious tensions” 
(e.g., Chapter 2, pp.55-57 and Chapter 3, p.85) and “ethnonationalism” (e.g., Chapter 3, p.107 and 
Chapter 6, p.187) reflect the current challenges facing many regions and highlight the importance of 
understanding the intersection of geography and identity. The book also explores the evolving 
dynamics of global power shifts, emphasizing the role of emerging powers and the reconfiguration 
of geopolitical alliances. Moreover, the examination of space as a geopolitical arena highlights the 
growing importance of technological advancement and the search for resources beyond Earth. 

By engaging with “The Power of Geography,” students of geography can gain a nuanced 
understanding of the intricate interplay between physical landscapes, political developments, and 
global trends. The book equips students with the analytical tools to critically examine and interpret 
geopolitical dynamics and offers valuable insights into the forces that shape our world. It encourages 
students to think critically about the complex relationship between geography, power, and human 
agency, fostering a deeper understanding of the multifaceted nature of our globalized world (see also 
Nadoleanu et al. 2022). 

Geographical Theory Scholar Book on the Theory 

Environmental Determinism 

{Lewthwaite, 1966} 

Friedrich Ratzel Politische Geographie, 1897   

Geopolitics {Reference}  Halford 

Mackinder 

Democratic Ideals and Reality, 1962 

Territoriality {Elsevier}  Robert Sack Human Territoriality: Its Theory, 

1984 

Regionalism {Reference} Peter J. Taylor World City Network: A Global Urban 

Analysis, 2004  

The above table provides valuable insight into the basic theories discussed in “Politische 
Geographie” (Political Geography). These theories illuminate the intricate relationship between 
geography and various aspects of human life, such as politics, identity, and international relations. 
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Environmental determinism, advocated by Friedrich Raĵel (1844-1904, Germany), assumes that our 
physical environment plays a significant role in shaping societies and their development. Raĵel’s 
“Politische Geographie” offers a fascinating exploration of how geographical factors contribute to the 
rise and fall of civilizations. This theory offers a thought-provoking perspective on how our 
surroundings influence the course of human history. 

Geopolitics, a theory associated with Halford Mackinder (1861–1947, England), addresses the 
interplay of geography, power, and international relations. Mackinder’s “Democratic Ideals and Reality” 
uncovers the geopolitical significance of the “world island” (Eurasia) and its influence on global power 
dynamics (e.g., Petersen, 2011, p.10). Engaging with this theory allows the reader to understand the 
complex dynamics that shape contemporary geopolitics. 

Territoriality, studied by Robert Sack (1939–2017, USA), is about the aĴachment of individuals 
and groups to specific territories and the defense of those territories. Sack’s “Human Territoriality: His 
Theory,” addresses the social, psychological, and political aspects of territorial behavior. This theory 
offers insights into the importance of borders and territorial disputes in shaping social structures. 
Regionalism, to which Peter J. Taylor (born on 1944, England) has contributed greatly, examines the 
characteristics, identities, and interactions of different regions. Taylor’s “World City Network: A Global 
Urban Analysis” examines the emergence of global cities and their interconnectedness in the 
contemporary world. This theory allows us to understand the different cultural and economic 
landscapes in different regions. 

By incorporating these theories, “The Power of Geography” provides readers, especially 
students of geography, with a comprehensive framework for understanding the profound impact of 
geography on our world. The inclusion of renowned scholars and their seminal works enriches the 
analyzes and discussions, allowing readers to deepen their understanding of how geographic factors 
shape power dynamics, territorial behavior, and regional interactions (e.g., Choi et al. 2004; Ahn & 
Choi, 2012; Hall & Hesse, 2012; Dear & Wolch, 2014; Juraev, Ahn & Hyun, 2023). It is a thought-
provoking exploration that broadens perspectives and stimulates critical thinking in the field of 
geography. 

Conclusion 
So, “The Power of Geography” by Tim Marshall is an influential and insightful work that 

highlights the importance of geography in understanding world politics. Through Marshall’s astute 
analysis and engaging writing style, the book manages to capture the aĴention of a diverse audience, 
ranging from students of geography to avid readers with an interest in geopolitical affairs. By 
highlighting the interplay between physical landscapes, resources, and political dynamics, “The 
Power of Geography” is a compelling reminder of geography’s enduring influence on nations and 
alliances. Marshall’s exploration of case studies and examination of historical background, current 
challenges, and future prospects provide readers with a comprehensive assessment of the geopolitical 
ambitions of individual states. This review article has illuminated the relevance and significance of 
“The Power of Geography” in the field of political geography. By presenting the scholarly 
contributions of notable geographical theories such as environmental determinism, geopolitics, 
territoriality, and regionalism, this book provides readers with a framework for analyzing and 
interpreting the complexity of our world. 

In addition, this article has highlighted the book’s novelty and scholarly contribution by 
summarizing its main points, discussing its implications for current geographic trends, and 
promoting a deeper understanding of the role of geography in shaping political dynamics and global 
affairs. “The Power of Geography” serves as a valuable resource that encourages students of 
geography and provides a platform for critical thinking and exploration of the intricate connections 
between geography and political landscapes. It encourages readers to delve into the complexities of 
our globalized world and recognize the profound influence of geography on the course of human 
history. Thus, “The Power of Geography” offers readers a compelling journey into the influential role 
of geography in shaping nations, alliances, and the global order. Tim Marshall’s expertise and 
insightful analysis make this book a must-read for anyone seeking to expand their understanding of 
geopolitics and the interconnectedness of our world. 
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