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Tourism in India by state

Tourism in India is economically important and is growing rapidly. The World Travel & Tourism Council calculated that
tourism generated314.02 lakh crore (US$220 billion) or 9.6% of the nation's GDP in 2016 and supported 40.343 million
jobs, 9.3% of its total employment. The sector is predicted to grow at an annual rate of 6.8% to 328.49 lakh crore (US$440
billion) by 2027 (10% of GDP).[1] Various states and union territories of India attract tourists due to diversity among them.

Andaman and Nicobar Islands

Main article: Tourism in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands

Tourism is the major revenue generating industry in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. According to official estimates, the flow
of tourists in the Andamans was doubled to nearly 300,000 in 2012 from 130,000 in 2008-09. The Andamans is an
archipelago of over 570 tropical islands, of which only 36 are inhabited.[2][3] Radhanagar beach at Havelock Island was
bestowed with the title of ‘Asia’s Best Beach’ in 2004 by the TIME magazine. It is also listed as world’s 7th most
spectacular beach in the world on Time magazine list.[4][5] Barren Island which is about 135 km (84 mi) north-east of the
territory's capital, Port Blair, is the only confirmed active volcano in South Asia.[6] Historic Cellular Jail in Port Blair was
used by the British to exile political prisoners during the struggle for India's independence to the remote archipelago.
Presently, the jail complex serves as a national memorial monument.
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Andhra Pradesh

A study in 2014 published by The Economic Times said that undivided Andhra Pradesh had emerged as the "most-
preferred" tourist destination for domestic travellers with about 20 per cent share in the total domestic tourist visits across
India in 2012. Andhra Pradesh crossed mark of 200 million tourists in 2012 from 110 million tourists in 2006.[8] The state
of Andhra Pradesh comprises like scenic hills, forests, beaches and temples.
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Andhra Pradesh is the home of many religious pilgrim centres:

e Tirumala Tirupati, the abode of Lord Venkateswara, is the second richest and most visited religious centre (of any
faith) in the world. This temple is also one among the 108divyadesam dedicated to Lord Vishnu. Brahmotsavams
will be held every year and as many as 5,00,000 devotees will throng to the hill for seeking blessings of the lord.

* Kanaka Durga Temple of goddess Durga is situated on the Indrakeeladri Hill in the city of Vijayawada on the banks
of Krishna River. A large number of pilgrims attend the colourful celebrations of Tepotsavam and for holy dip in the
Krishna river during the festival of Dusshera.[9]

¢ Mallikarjuna Swamy temple situated at Srisailam in the Nallamala Hills of Kurnool district,[10] is the abode of lord
Shiva and is one of the twelve Jyotirlinga shrines in India. Lord Rama himself installed the Sahasralinga, while the
Pandavas lodged the Panchapandava lingas in the temple courtyard.

¢ The Kodandarama temple, Vontimitta, Kadapa district is a 16th-century temple dedicated to Lord Sri Rama is of
great significance in the history of Andhra Pradesh.

¢ The five ancient Hindu temples of Lord Shiva, known as Pancharama Kshetras, are located at - Amararama
(Amaravathi), Draksharama,Somarama (Bhimavaram), Ksheerarama (Palakollu) and Kumararama (Samalkota).

* Srikalahasteeswara temple located on the banks of river Swarnamukhi, Srikalahasti, Chittoor district is one among
the panchabhoota lingas which represents Vaayu, hence forth the Linga is also called Vaayu linga. The rest four
lingas are present in Tamil Nadu.

e There are 9 temples dedicated to Lord Narasimha. 8 temples are located in Andhra Pradesh, they are Simhachalam,
Antarvedi, Vedadri,Mangalagiri, Penchalakona, Ahobilam, Yaganti and Kadiri. Ahobilam is one among the
108divyadesams dedicated to Lord Vishnu andMangalagiri is one among the 8 swayambhu kshetras of lord Vishnu.
The other one is Yadagirigutta, also known as Yadadri of Telanganastate.

¢ As per the astadasha shakti peetha sloka 3 shakti peethas are situated in Andhra Pradesh state. They are
Draksharamam (originally known as Daksharamam), Pithapuram and Srisailam.

¢ The lord Veerabhadra swamy temple, right in the middle of Godavari river near to Pattiseema village is a very
famous temple referred in puranas. Legend says that, Lord Veerabhadra washed his blooded sword after
destructing NiShiva yaga held at Draksharamam by king Daksha, father of Uma Devi.

¢ Lord Hanuman temple at Ponnur, Guntur district is a very famous temple. The height of Hanuman statue is more
than 23 metres and also there is a temple for Garuda right opposite to Hanuman's temple in the same premises.

¢ Ainavilli, located at a distance of 12 km from Amalapuram and Kanipakam, Chittoor district are famous for lord
Vighneshwara temples.

e Trikutaparvatam, well known as Kotappakonda, is a famous and sacred pilgrim place near Narasaraopet of Guntur
district. Maha Shivaratriis the famous festival done here. Approximately 7 - 8 lakhs of devotees throng to the
temple for Lord almighty's blessings.

¢ Other religious places include, Raghavendra Swami Mutt in Mantralayam of Kurnool district, Lord Venkateswara
temple in Dwaraka Tirumala of West Godavari District, Annavaram temple in East Godavari and Arasavalli Surya
temple, srikurmam and Srimukhalingamtemples of Srikakulam District etc., are also religious places for divine
worships in the state.

For other important temples see List of Hindu temples in Andhra Pradesh.

Famous Buddhist centres:

¢ Amaravathi - Guntur District

¢ Nagarjuna Konda - Guntur District

e Bhattiprolu - Guntur District

¢ Ghantasala - Krishna District

e Sankaram - Visakhapatnam District

e Bavikonda - Visakhapatnam District

¢ Thotlakonda - Visakhapatnam District

¢ Ramatheertham - Vizianagaram District
¢ Salihundam - Srikakulam District

¢ Lingapalem - West Godavari District



Others are Pavurallakonda, Chandavaram, Guntupalli, Adurru, Kummarilova, Kotturu Dhanadibbalu, Karukonda,
kapavaram, Nandalu

Man punches kangaroo

in face to rescue his dog

Others are Pavurallakonda, Chandavaram, Guntupalli, Adurru, Kummarilova, Kotturu Dhanadibbalu, Karukonda,
kapavaram, Nandalu

Arunachal Pradesh

Arunachal Pradesh finds mention in the literature of Kalika Purana and Mahabharata. This place is supposed to be the
Prabhu Mountains of the Puranas. It was here that sage Parashuram washed away his sin, sage Vyasa meditated, King
Bhishmaka founded his kingdom and Lord Krishna married his consort Rukmini. The widely scattered archaeological
remains at different places in Arunachal bears testimony to its rich cultural heritage.

There are places of worship and pilgrimage such as the Parasuramkund and the 400-year-old Tawang Monastery, or the
sites of archaeological excavations like Malinithan and Itanagar, the serene beauty of lakes such as Ganga lake or Sela lake
or the numerous variations of scenic beauty of the snow clad silver mountain peaks and lush green meadows where
thousands of species of flora and fauna prosper. In addition, the state provides abundant scope for angling, boating,
rafting, trekking and hiking. Besides, there are a number of wild life sanctuaries and national parks with rare animals, birds
and plants.

The climate varies from hot and humid to heavy rainfall in the Shivalik range. It becomes progressively cold as one moves



northwards to higher altitudes. Trees of great size, plentiful climbers and abundance of cane and bamboo make Arunachal
evergreen. Arunachal Pradesh is home to more than six hundred species of orchids, occurring in varying elevations and
climatic conditions throughout the state.

Assam

Assam is the central state in the North-East Region of India and serves as the gateway to the rest of the Seven Sister
States. Assam boasts of famous wildlife preserves - the Kaziranga National Park, which is home to the great Indian one-
horned rhinoceros, the Manas National Park, Dibru-Saikhowa National Park, Nameri National Park and Pobitora Wildlife
Sanctuary (These first two parks are UNESCO World Heritage Site); the largest river island Majuli,[11] known for its
Vaishnavite Sattras; historic Sivasagar, famous for the ancient monuments ofAhom Kingdom; the city of eternal romance,
Tezpur and the scenic tea-estates dating back to time of British Raj. The weather is mostly sub-tropical. Assam experiences
the Indian monsoon and has one of the highest forest densities in India. The winter months (October end half to first half of
April) are the best time to visit. The heritage of Madan Kamdev is same as Khajuraho which is located just 30 km away
from Guwahati. Along with the Madan Kamdev tourist can visit very ancient temple Gopeswar Mandir situated in a village
Deuduar near to Guwahati. Basudev Than is a more than 300 years old Satra in Assam.

¥»Y; AAssam has a rich cultural heritage going back to the Ahom Kingdom, which governed the region for many centuries
before the British occupation. Other notable features include the Brahmaputra River, the mystery of the bird suicides in
Jatinga, numerous temples includingKamakhya Temple of Tantric sect. 'Gurdwara Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur also known as
Damdama Sahib at Dhubri' - This famous Gurudwara is situated in the heart of the Dhubri Town on the bank of the mighty
Brahmaputra river in far north-east India. Guru Teg Bahadur the holy Sikh Guru visited this place in 1505 and met Srimanta
Sankardeva (the founder of the Mahapuruxiya Dharma) as the Guru travelled from Dhaka to Assam, ruins of palaces, etc.

Guwahati, the capital city of Assam, boasts many bazaars, temples, and wildlife sanctuaries. (1]

Bihar

Bihar is one of the oldest continuously inhabited places in the world with history of 3000 years. The rich culture and
heritage of Bihar is evident from the innumerable ancient monuments that are dotted all over this state in eastern India.
This is the place of Aryabhata, Great Ashoka,Chanakya, Gautama Buddha,Mahavira, Guru Gobind Singh, Chandragupta
Maurya, Vatsyayana, Sher Shah Suri, Maa Tara Chandi Temple, and many other great historical figures.

Karnataka

Karnataka has been ranked as fourth most popular destination for tourism among states of India.[20] It has the highest
number of national protected monuments in India, at 507.
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Kannada dynasties like Kadambas, Western Gangas, Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas, Hoysalas, Vijayanagaras and the Kingdom of
Mysore ruled from what is today Karnataka.[21][22] They built great monuments to Buddhism, Jainism and Hinduism.
These monuments are preserved atBadami, Aihole, Pattadakal, Mahakuta, Hampi, Lakshmeshwar, Sudi, Hooli, Mahadeva
Temple (ltagi), Dambal, Lakkundi, Gadag, Hangal,Halasi, Galaganatha, Chaudayyadanapura, Banavasi, Belur, Halebidu,
Sringeri, Shravanabelagola, Sannati, Nanjangud, Mysore, Nandi Hills, Kolar, Mudabidri, Gokarna, Bagali, Kuruvatti and
many more. Notable Islamic monuments are present at Bijapur, Bidar, Gulbarga,Raichur and other part of the state. Gol
Gumbaz at Bijapur, has the second largest pre-modern dome in the world after the Byzantine Hagia Sophia. Karnataka has
two World heritage sites, at Hampi and Pattadakal. Bellary one of the historical place, we can see the forts which were built
by the great Tipu Sultan for protection.

Karnataka state has several palaces such as Bangalore Palace, Mysore Palace (also known as Ambavilas Palace), Tipu
Sultan's Summer Palace, Nalknad Palace, Rajendra Vilas, Jaganmohan Palace, Jayalakshmi Vilas Mansion, Lalitha Mahal,
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Rajendra Vilas, Cheluvamba Mansion, Shivappa Nayaka Palace and Daria Daulat Bagh. Karnataka is famous for Jog falls of
Shimoga District is second highest waterfalls in Asia. Karnataka has many beaches at Malpe, Kaup, Marvanthe, Karwar,
Gokarna, Murdeshwara, Surathkal. Karnataka is a rock climbers paradise. Yana in Uttara Kannada, Fort in Chitradurga,
Ramnagara nearBengaluru district, Shivagange in Tumkur district and tekal in Kolar district are a rock climbers heaven.[23]
Utsav Rock Garden in Shiggaon, Uttar Kannada.
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Shola Grasslands in Kudremukh, Karnataka.

Hill stations in Karnataka are generally unexplored and more pristine than better known ones in South India. Major hill
stations in the state are Agumbe and Kodachadri in Shimoga District; Baba Budangiri, Kemmangundi, Kudremukh in
Chikkamagaluru District;Biligiriranga Hills in Chamarajanagar District and Kodagu district (also known as Coorg).[24] Other
hilly town and regions areMullayanagiri, Pushpagiri (or Kumara Parvatha), Nandi Hills, Chikkaballapur district, Kundadri,
Tadiandamol, Talakaveri, Male Mahadeshwara Hills, Himavad Gopalaswamy Betta, Ambaragudda, Antara Gange,
Savandurga, Kurinja, Yedakumeri, Siddara Betta, Bananthimari Betta, Skandagiri, Devarayanadurga and Madhugiri.

Wildlife Sanctuaries & National Parks Karnataka has several wildlife sanctuaries and national parks such as, Dandeli
Wildlife Sanctuary, Dandeli; Ghataprabha Bird Sanctuary; Daroji Sloth Bear Sanctuary; Peacock sanctuary in Bankapura;
Ranebennurblackbuck sanctuary, Haveri district; Deva Raya Wildlife Sanctuary, near Hampi; Attiveri Bird Sanctuary, near
Hubli-Dharwad, Uttara Kannada; Anshi National Park, Uttara Kannada; Magadi Bird Sanctuary, Shirahatti; Bhimgad Wildlife
Sanctuary;[25] Adichunchanagiri Wildlife Sanctuary;[26] Arabithittu Wildlife Sanctuary ;[27] Biligiriranga Swamy Temple
Wildlife Sanctuary; Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary;Brahmagiri Wildlife Sanctuary; Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary; Melukote Temple
Wildlife Sanctuary ;[28] in Mandya district; Mookambika Wildlife Sanctuary; Nugu Wildlife Sanctuary; Pushpagiri Wildlife
Sanctuary; Sharavathi Valley Wildlife Sanctuary; Shettihalli Wildlife Sanctuary; Someshwara Wildlife Sanctuary;Talakaveri
Wildlife Sanctuary; Gudavi Bird Sanctuary; Mandagadde Bird Sanctuary; Kaggaladu Heronry; Kokkare Bellur; Bankapura
Peacock Sanctuary and Bonal Bird Sanctuary

Kerala

Kerala is a state on the tropical Malabar Coast of south-western India. Nicknamed as one of the "10 paradises of the world"
by National Geographic,[29] Kerala is famous especially for its Eco-tourism initiatives. Its unique culture and traditions,
coupled with its varied demography, has made it one of the most popular tourist destinations in India. Growing at a rate of
13.31%, the tourism industry significantly contributes to the state's economy. Kerala is known for its tropical backwaters
and pristine beaches in Trivandrum such as Kovalam andVarkala.
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Munnar Hillscape

From the green scapes of Idukki to the buzzing cities like Trivandrum and Kochi, Kerala has its vivid collection of tourist
spots. Popular attractions in the state include the beaches at Kovalam, Kappad, Muzhuppilangad, Cherai and Varkala; the
hill stations of Munnar, Thekkady, RamakkalmeduNelliampathi, Ponmudi and Wayanad; forts like the Bekal Fort in
Kanhangad and St. Angelo's Fortin Kannur and the National Parks/ Wildlife sanctuaries at Periyar and Eravikulam. The
"backwaters" region—an extensive network of interlocking rivers, lakes, and canals that centre on Alleppey, Kumarakom,
and Punnamada also see heavy tourist traffic. Heritage sites, such as East Fort, Kuthira Malika, Hill Palace, Mattancherry
Palace are also famous. Cities such as Trivandrum,Cochin, Trichur, Calicut and Quilon are popular centres for shopping and
traditional theatrical performance. The Grand Kerala Shopping Festival (GKSF) claimed to be Asia's largest shopping
festival was started in the year 2007.[30] Since then it has become an annual shopping event being conducted in the
December-January period. During this period stores and shops registered under the GKSF offer wide range of discounts,
vat refunds etc. Along with the guaranteed shopping experience, shoppers are provided with gift coupons for a fixed worth
of purchase entering them into weekly and mega lucky draws. As compared to shopping festivals being held in other
countries, this Festival converts the entire state of Kerala into a giant shopping mall, incorporating not just the big players,
but also the small and medium scale industries. The state's tourism agenda promotes ecologically sustained tourism,
which focuses on the local culture, wilderness adventures, volunteering and personal growth of the local population. Efforts
are taken to minimise the adverse effects of traditional tourism on the natural environment, and enhance the cultural
integrity of local people.



Odisha

Odisha has been a preferred destination from ancient days for people who have an interest in spirituality, religion, culture,
art and natural beauty. Ancient and medieval architecture, pristine sea beaches, the classical dance Odissi and ethnic
dance forms like Chhau, Ghumura and Sambalpuriand a variety of festivals. Odisha has kept the religion of Buddhism alive.
Research suggests about evidences of Gautama Buddha's birth in Odisha. Rock-edicts that have challenged time stand
huge and over-powering by the banks of the Daya River. The torch of Buddhism is still ablaze in the sublime triangle at
Udayagiri, Lalitgiri as well as Ratnagiri, on the banks of river Birupa. Precious fragments of a glorious past come alive in the
shape of stupas, rock-cut caves, rock-edicts, excavated monasteries, viharas, chaityas and sacred relics in caskets and the
Rock-edicts ofAshoka.

Odisha is famous for the world-famous Jagannath Temple (Puri), UNESCO World Heritage SiteKonark Sun Temple and The
Leaning Temple of Huma. Out of total 4 Chausathi Yogini temples all over India, 2 are in Odisha, in Hirapurand Ranipur
Jharial. Famous Oriya Sanskrit Poet Jayadeva, who wrote famous Gita Govinda, a poem of divine love between Lord
Krishnaand Radha with other Gopis, dedicated to Lord Jagannatha, was born here in Kenduli Sasan village near Khurda.

Rajarani Temple(name derived from the sandstone in which it is made), is an architectural marvel like Khajuraho located in
Bhubaneswar (The Temple City of India), containing more than 500 ancient temples. Lord Lingaraja Temple (a 12th-century
AD temple), Kedaragauri Temple, Ananta Vasudeva Temple, Brahmeswara Temple are some of the many magnificent
Temples in the capital. Bhubaneswar has State Museum, Regional Museum of Natural History (having one of the two eggs
of an extinct species in the world), Botanical Garden, Jain centres like Udayagiri and Khandagiri Caves, Pathani Samanta
Planetarium, Dhauli White Pagoda where Chandashoka became Dharmashoka.

Odisha is the home for various tribal communities who have contributed uniquely to the multicultural and multilingual
character of the state. Their handicrafts, different dance forms, jungle products and their unique life style blended with
their healing practices have got worldwide attention. The well-known Ratha-Yatra of Lord Jagannath in Puri and Sitalsasthi
Carnival of Lord Shiva in Sambalpur are must see for anyone who want to see a glimpse of the art and culture of Odisha at
one place.

The Indian Revolutionary saying "Give me Blood, | will give you Freedom", Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was born in
Cuttack, whose House (Janakinath Bhavan) is now a museum, well equipped to provide details of his life-history. The
medieval capital, Cuttack has a treasure to share with you, the Barabati fort (witnessing Gangas, Marathas and British), the
silver filigree works, Katak Chandi Temple, Barabati Stadium, Qadam-I-Rasul and Dhabaleswar temple (having longest
rope-bridge in India succeeded by Lakshman Jhula in Rishikesh). Eastern Ghats' highest peak, Mahendragiri, where Lord
Parshuram is still in meditation, according to Ramayana and Mahabharata is inGajapati district.

Sites/Cities/Places of Interest :

1. 1. Bhubaneswar - Lingaraj Temple, Rajarani Temple, Dhauligiri, Khandagiri and Udaygiri, Nandankanan Zoological
Park.

. Cuttack - Barabati Fort, Katak Chandi Temple, Lalitgiri-Ratnagiri-Udaygiri, Dhabaleswar Temple.

. Puri - Jagannath Temple, Chilika Lake, Konark Temple and Beach.

. Sambalpur - Samaleswari Temple, Hirakud Dam.

. Berhampur - Gopalpur-on-Sea, Taptapani, Taratarini.

. Bhitarkanika Sanctuary

. Similipal Biosphere Reserve

. Dhenkanal - Kapilas, Saptasajya

. Balasore - Chandipur-on-sea, Chandabali, Chandaneswar, Panchalingeshwar, Aradi (Lord Akhandalamani).
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Footnotes

1. ~ The government are taking many initiatives to promote tourism in Assam.
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Sikkim

Originally known as Suk-Heem, which in the local language means "peaceful home". Sikkim was an independent kingdom
till the year 1974, when it became a part of the Republic of India. The capital of Sikkim is Gangtok, located approximately
105 kilometres from New Jalpaiguri, the nearest railway station to Sikkim. Although, Pakyong Airport is under construction
in East Sikkim, the nearest airport to Sikkim isBagdogra Airport. The popular sightseeing places include Baba Mandir,
Nathula Pass, Rumtek Monastery, Handicraft Shops, Tsangpo Lake, Chardham, Buddha Park, Ridgepark, Flowershows
(International Flowershows) Samduptse, Tashi View point Tashiding, Pelling, Yuksom, Rabdentse, Tibrtology, Ropeway. Mt.
Kangchenjunga which is famous for its scenic beauty. Sikkim is considered as the land of orchids, mystic cultures and
colourful traditions. Sikkim is well known among trekkers and adventure lovers.

Vedda Valli
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