The following lesson description was not based on any lesson-plan. It was a spontaneous experimentation that was brought on after watching Adichie’s speech.
First lesson
Lead-in:
Introductory question
We’re going to listen to a speech by a Nigerian woman. What can you guess about her? 
Answers (all answers were accepted and briefly discussed)
Majority of students: She’s poor/ She can’t speak English/ She hasn’t been to school etc
A couple of others: Just because you’re asking, she’s probably rich and famous!
Watching/Listening:
Adichie’s speech (with English subtitles)
After-watching/listening:
Speaking:
What impressed you most about her speech, her life etc 
What did she mean by the dangers of a single story?
Homework
Write down examples of stereotypes that you either have in your mind or are aware of.









Second lesson
Pre-reading:
Open conversation about stereotypes they had written down. Most were racial but also gender-based. We also came to the conclusion that very often – especially as far as different country stereotypes are concerned – people being stereotyped are not aware of the stereotypes they have been allotted. 
In pairs: Give a definition of what a stereotype is.
Reading:
 http://www.myenglishpages.com/site_php_files/reading_culture.php
[image: Stereotypes]Stereotypes
A stereotype is a fixed idea that people have about what specific social groups or individuals are like, especially an idea that is wrong. Other terms that are associated with the term stereotype are prejudice and cliché. The term has a Greek origin: stereos means solid or firm and typos mean blow, impression, engraved or mark. The term was first used in the printing business. The first modern English use of the term was in 1850, meaning "image perpetuated without change."
Because stereotypes are standardized and simplified ideas of groups, based on some prejudices, they are not derived from objective facts, but rather subjective and often unverifiable ideas. As Sociologist Charles E. Hurst states* "One reason for stereotypes is the lack of personal, concrete familiarity that individuals have with persons in other racial or ethnic groups. Lack of familiarity encourages the lumping together of unknown individuals".
The existence of stereotypes may be explained by the need of groups of people to view themselves as more normal or more superior than other groups. Consequently, stereotypes may be used to justify ill-founded prejudices or ignorance and prevent people of stereotyped groups from entering or succeeding in various activities or fields. The stereotyping group are, generally, reluctant to reconsider their attitudes and behavior towards stereotyped group.
Stereotypes may affect people negatively. This includes forming inaccurate and distorted images and opinions of people. Stereotypes may also be used for scapegoating or for making general erroneous judgments about people. Some stereotyping people may feel comfortable when they prevent themselves from emotional identification with the stereotyped group, which leads to xenophobic or racist behavior. Finally another serious consequence of stereotypes is the feeling of inferiority that the stereotyped people may have and which may impair their performance.
*Hurst, Charles E. Social Inequality: Forms, Causes, and Consequences. 6. Boston: Pearson Education, Inc, 2007
Source: Wikipedia
After reading:
Vocabulary work/ Reading Comprehension
Homework
Study taught vocabulary

Lesson 3
Writing:
Work in pairs: Use the words on the board (words from the read text) to write a definition of Stereotype. 
The following are the definitions they wrote and emailed me form home. I brought them all together and will decide what to do with it later on! To be honest I have no idea where this whole thing will lead to!
	STEREOTYPE - A DEFINITION

A fixed idea which comes from the lack of familiarity and the hesitation of accepting the different, is a stereotype. This phenomenon (stereotype) leads to the creation of distorted and erroneous ideas about different people. Consequently, with stereotypes we become xenophobic and racists.          Michael Velonias – Chris Alepas

A stereotype is a generalised idea on a specific characteristic of a group of people. Elena Cleopa – Clio Asteri

A stereotype is a perpetuated fixed idea, made by prejudiced people, which tends to be inaccurate, distorted and erroneous.Specifically, people are lumped together in a xenophobic, unverifiable way. Vasiliki Petroulia – Marios Liapis

Stereotype is a word which comes from the Greek words στερεός and τύπος. It is a phenomenon when people degrade the value of other people in order to boost their self-image and self-esteem. Marina Zerva – Eirini Vlachou

Stereotypes are fixed ideas. They are standardized opinions which are based on prejudices that someone with inaccurate and erroneous information attributes to a group of people. As a consequence, distorted images, xenophobic attitudes and a sense of inferiority to the stereotyped people are created.
Nefeli Sykara - Katherine Tranou - Vassiliki Foti 

It is a distorted erroneous impression for an unverifiable superiority or inferiority of a group of people that has many consequences, one of which is xenophobia. Panos Poulios – Manolis Prinarakis – George Rallis

Stereotypes are fixed ideas that are associated with generalizations about different groups of people, especially those who have a different origin. These subjective ideas are often inaccurate and distorted and they derive from people's erroneous opinions that most times are unverifiable. Stereotypes also have negative consequences that lead to xenophobic and racist behaviour.
Andriana Chandanou – Christiana Chardalia

A stereotype is an erroneous, standardized fixed idea or a prejudice about specific social groups or individuals. It derives from the lack of familiarity and distorted and inaccurate facts between people, who think that they are more superior to others. It leads to xenophobic and racist behavior. Stereotypes are engraved in people’s characters and they are perpetuated through history. Anna Redifi – Lucy Tsitoura
A stereotype is a distorted image, which is based on ignorance of some people about a group of other people. It is like a prejudice. The term stereotype has a greek origin. (stereos+typos= solid+engraved) Natalia Kordoni – Eleni Apostolou
A stereotype is a fixed idea engraved in our mind which is associated with subjective and standardized thinking. As the human race perpetuates those inaccurate ideas of xenophobia, prejudice, homophobia and the origin of certain individuals, this distorted image of reality becomes printed in our minds. Stereotypes have definite and erroneous consequences in people every day. As time goes by people create a solid idea that they are superior to others. Stereotypes are invariable ideas that people have which lack familiarity. Lastly stereotypes derive from people’s hidden need not to feel inferior. Mariangela Fournistaki – Elina Sipsi – Stephanos Stamatopoulos 

Stereotypes are fixed, subjective and inaccurate ideas, which are associated with xenophobia and prejudice. Most of the time they are erroneous and distorted and caused by ignorance and oversimplification of reality. Panagiotis Christos Konstantopoulos - George Papaioannou

A stereotype is a prejudiced idea associated with the standardized opinion of a group of xenophobic people. This fixed idea has been perpetuated and distorted through the years.    Kyriakos Maratos - Myrto Pakidi                                                                                                        

A stereotype is a fixed idea which impairs the objective view of people creating distorted prejudices. As a result, people have an erroneous, inaccurate, standardised and simplified way of thinking. Due to their ignorance they are reluctant and hesitant to truly meet and understand different things because they associate them with their familiar thoughts. So they become xenophobic and they lump them together in the same category. Katerina Mantaka – Anastasia Oikonomou
Stereotype: it is a fixed idea that people have due to the lack of familiarity with different groups and as a consequence they have subjective and erroneous opinions about different people. Maria Drosinou – Ifigeneia Goutzina




Listening:
http://busyteacher.org/23088-listenings-about-stereotypes.html
(Not very good but we managed)
Speaking: 
Various questions on how we tend to have generalized ideas about people. How do we judge our peers/others? What do we base our judgements on? When should people not judge based on stereotypes but solely on evidence? 
Somehow this discussion lead to talking about justice/courts/crimes/punishments/capital punishment.
Reading:
Essay was distributed and briefly skimmed
	CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
The restoration of the death penalty for serious crimes is an issue of debate in the UK because of the recent rise in violent crime. The causes, effects and solutions to the problems of violent crime throw up a number of complex issues which are further complicated by the way that crime is reported. Newspapers often sensationalise crime in order to increase circulation and this makes objective discussion more difficult. This essay will examine this topic firstly by considering the arguments put forward by those in favour of the death penalty and then by looking at the arguments opposed to the idea.
The main arguments in favour of restoring the death penalty are those of prevention and retribution: the theory is that people will be dissuaded from violent crime if they know they will face the ultimate punishment and that people should face the same treatment that they gave out to others. Statistics show that when the death penalty was temporarily withdrawn in Britain between 1965 and 1969 the murder rate increased by 125% (Clark, 2005). However, we need to consider the possibility that other reasons might have led to this rise. Amnesty International (1996) claims that it is impossible to prove that capital punishment is a greater deterrent than being given a life sentence in prison and that “evidence….gives no support to the evidence hypothesis theory.” It seems at best that the deterrence theory is yet to be proven. The concept of ‘retribution’ is an interesting one: there is a basic appeal in the simple phrase ‘the punishment should fit the crime’. Calder (2003) neatly summarises this argument when he says that killers give up their rights when they kill and that if punishments are too lenient then it shows that we undervalue the right to live. There are other points too in support of the death penalty, one of these being cost. It is obviously far cheaper to execute prisoners without delay rather than feed and house them for years on end.
The arguments against the death penalty are mainly ethical in their nature, that it is basically wrong to kill and that when the state kills it sends out the wrong message to the rest of the country. Webber (2005) claims that the death penalty makes people believe that ‘killing people is morally permissable’. This is an interesting argument – would you teach children not to hit by hitting them? Wouldn’t this instead show them that hitting was indeed ‘permissable’? There is also the fact that you might execute innocent people. Innocent people can always be released from prison, but they can never be brought back from the dead. When people have been killed there is no chance of rehabilitation or criminals trying to make up for crimes. For this reason capital punishment has been called ‘the bluntest of blunt instruments’ (Clark, 2005).
In conclusion, the arguments put forward by people who support or are against the death penalty often reflect their deeper principles and beliefs. These beliefs and principles are deeply rooted in life experiences and the way people are brought up and are unlikely to be swayed by clever arguments. It is interesting that in this country most people are in favour of the death penalty yet parliament continues to oppose it. In this case it could be argued that parliament is leading the way in upholding human rights and continues to broadcast the clear message that killing is always wrong.

http://englishforuniversity.com/academic-writing/example-academic-essay/




Homework:
Read the essay in detail and prepare for class debate







Lesson four
Debate (formal)
“This House Believes that Capital Punishment should be banned”
Lesson 5 – 6 (week before Christmas)
Film: “12 Angry Men”
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